OPTIMIST 


Malcolm X Shabazz 
High School 


80 Johnson Avenue 
Newark, New Jersey 07108 


WE MUST PROTECT THIS HOUSE 
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Gemar Mills 
Principal 


Allison DeVaughn 
Vice-Principal 


Odds 


Four years ago as we walked these 
hallways as freshmen the odds were 
stacked against us. We can all recall the 
consistent false alarm fire drills and low test 
scores that poisoned our building. Two 
principals in two years, conditions only 
worsened and after a few months into our 
sophomore year it was highly 
recommended that our school be closed. 
The future of Malcolm X Shabazz High 
School was becoming nonexistent and 
many of us were wondering; “where do 
we go from here?” However, despite the 
adversity stacked against us, we have 
grown stronger since those troubled times. 
Beating the odds is what makes our class 
unique. The Alumni Association and other 
community leaders fought tirelessly in 
support of Mr. Mills, our Principal, who 
mobilized the faculty, staff, students and 
parents to create an improved 
environment that has allowed us to 
reclaim the “bulldog pride”. Since this 
transformation the class of 2013's future is 
more promising than ever. The greatest 
examples of outstanding leadership has 
been demonstrated for us by an 
administrative team that has encouraged 
us to believe in ourselves as they have 
believed in us. 


by Building 
Character 


Mr. Mills, one of the youngest Principals we 
will ever know, constantly encouraged us 
to protect this house. Ms. DeVaughn, the 
matriarch of the administrative team, 
orovided outstanding academic 
guidance. Mr. Ellis, the Dean of Discipline, 
who insisted that we accept responsibility 
for our own actions, and Mrs. Baskerville, 
who got to know each of us by name and 
made sure that all standardized testing 
requirements were met. 

Let us not forget our teachers, 
guidance counselors, attendance 
counselors, coaches and advisors that 
have consistently encouraged us to exhibit 
resilience through all adversity, so that we 
could transform into models of success. 
You have taught us that the rarest 
diamonds are formed by the greatest 
pressures. 

All of you will remain prominent figures in 
our lives. You will serve as our motivation to 
believe in ourselves, continue to build 
character and to become contributing 
members of society. 

The class of 2013 promises to use the 
foundations that were laid before us to 
keep the bulldog legacy alive. Not only 
will we protect this house but we will also 
protect the brand far beyond these ۰ 


Rhonda Baskerville 
Vice-Principal 


Faheem Ellis 
Vice-Principal 


It has been a very long journey for me. | began as a young, average girl in Guyana who had no 
clue what she wanted to do with her life; | am now a beautiful, sophisticated, intelligent 
Valedictorian of the class of 2013, who is ready to change the world. This would have never 
occurred if it weren't for all the positive individuals that surrounded me every day. They helped 
shape and mold me into the individual | am today. Most of you may wonder why | am not 
talking about all my academic accomplishments since academics had a major role in attaining 
this position, but to be honest, it’s not all about the books, it’s all about the life lessons and values 
you learn. | would like to extend my gratitude to my fellow classmates as well as the faculty and 
staff, for helping me blossom into the person I've become. Thank you to Ms. Maloney for always 
being there whenever I needed a shoulder to lean on; Mr. Murray for always encouraging me to 
always shoot for the stars and for always believing in me; Mr. Vaughn, for putting up with my 
countless visits to the Guidance Counselor's Office; Mr. Cordero and Ferriero for all the pep talk 
and advice, Mr. Bond and Ms. DeJesus for working with my schedule and never giving up on me: 
and finally Mr. Mills for being a great leader, working so hard to provide me as well as my 
classmates with an abundance of opportunities and for creating a safe school that I can be 
proud of. Most of all, I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to my family, especially my 
mom, Wonetta Sinclair, dad, Mitchell Anderson and grandmother, Carmen Rhobe, for 
supporting me and raising me with the morals and values I live by. Without my family, I would not 
have learned the life lessons I've learned or know the things I know today. I would not have 
been able to experience the wonderful joys of high school. You have helped me through almost 
everything, and for that I will be forever grateful to be the Valedictorian and to share my story. | 
would like to thank God for blessing me with such accomplishments. Without him I would not be 
here today representing my class and school as a successful and proud Lady Bulldog. Thank you 
and congratulations class of 2013 ! 


Class of 2013 
Salutatorian 


Ma-Lisa Winborne 


| would like to take the time to thank 
God because he is truly the reason why 
| am still here to walk across this stage 
healthy and with an amazing family. To 
my loving mother I want to say THANK 
YOU! You have shown me how to 
survive in this crazy world and 
demonstrated to me what it means to 
be a strong black woman. Whenever I 
needed someone to talk to you were 
always there. You are my support 
team, advisor, rock, best friend and I 
am more than happy to say you are 
my mother! To my supportive father, I 
know these past four years have not 
been easy but like a true man you 
have stuck by my side even when | was 
wrong. I am truly blessed to have two 
parents who support and inspire my 
drive to succeed. To my principal Mr. 
Mills, my loving coaches, teachers and 
administrators who have supported me 
over these years...| could not have 
done it without you. I will forever be a 
mighty Bulldog. 


Dania Abreu Nigel Alexander 


Courtney Anthony 


Brianna Banks 


Tityana Betts Amira Boykins 
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Destiny Allen 


Delvon Artis 


Brianna Brinkley 


Fuquan Bennett 


Tyrre Bush 


Dinetta Calcador Mariyah Calda Quaseem Carter 


Kenneth Cato Jr. Trayvon Chatman Kiana Coleman Christina Colon 


de TA 


Vaughn Crosby Askia Cruz Marcus Cunningham Kevin Curry 


Darrell Darby Shamad Davis Laquanda Denny Oliver Denny 


Ladirah Donaldson . Quadirah Donaldson 


Donavan Dore Kofi Dua Al Shaquan Dwight 


Alrick Freeman Breunna Gordon Brianna Grant Jonathan Green 
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Maria Greene Shanayah Greene Briyana Hall 


De Norris Hamilton Halilah Haroun Rugayyah Harrington 


Xavier Haywood 


Javon Holston Shamella Hughes Elijah Jackson Fair Jackson 


Genesis Jefferson Shea'ana Jefferson 


Rasul Johnson Deja Jones 


Alexis King Lloyd Lawrence 


Jada lee Quanisha Lewis 
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Jevon Jennings 
Johnson 


Tajmirah Jordan 


Anthony Lee 


Quasan Lindsay 


Donte' Johnson 


Leona Kargbo 


Heaven Lee 


Vera Lindsay 


Zamir Lindsey 


Shaquan Majette 


Cadohn Mc Fadden Michael Medina 


Davon Moody 


Shakim Nelson 


Imani Moore 


Brandon Nelson-Lyde 
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Fatiah Marrow 


Elizabeth Mensah Robert Mitchell 


Malcolm Moore Nahsear Mundine 


Je Vera Nichols Mayowa Olubakinde 


Meca Onunwa Tatiana Ortiz Javar Outlaw Madelyn Perez 


Taileysha Perez Waleska Perez Hajj Pickett Nichelle Pimentel 


Christopher Pitt lvy Poku-Adu Rory Ponton Ashanti Powell 


Kenneth Prioleau Qadirah Prunty Melissa Reed Sa'Dee Reed 


Eunice Richards Calvin Richardson Malta Rios 


Moises Ruiz 


Al-Jaleel Sawab Torrence Sessoms Darnell Shaw Kevin Simmons 


Kelvin Smith Dykeme Speller Jah-Zhanee Sutton 


Kemar Thompson Takiyah Todd 


Nasir Vendrell Jabryant Vines 


Tynika Watson Seyquan West Jamilah Williams Jason Wilson 
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Kaniesha Wilson Ma-Lisa Winborne Jency Zephirin Tracy fairfax 
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Congratulations Class of 2013 


2013 BULLDOG PRIDE 


The spirit of the Bulldog this year has 
manifested into the Class of 2013. We 
are proud to represent Malcolm X 
Shabazz High School to its fullest. 

Our black and gold pride will forever 
remain a sign of school spirit. Black, 
shows elegance and power. Gold, 
the worlds most precious and rarest 
metal symbolizes prosperity and 
wealth.These two colors together 
show that from the darkest of rock 
makes the most beautiful metals. 
Witness the pride and bark of the 
bulldog. Its not size of the dog in the 
fight, its the size of the fight in the dog! 


Every year there is a day set aside to 
honor and remember every person 
who calls Malcolm X. Shabazz (South 
Side) their Alma Mata ...our Alumni. 
Over the years we have watched 
successful Alumni return to Shabazz to 
share their “back in the day” stories 
with us. 


Their present day successes motivates 
us to want to become just as 
successful, and aspire to one day see 
our names forever hung high on the 
Malcolm X. Shabazz Wall of Fame. 
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KIDDIE DAY 


Children Learn What They Live 


If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn. 

If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight. 

If a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be shy. 

If a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty. 

If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient. 
If a child lives with encouragement, he learns confidence. 
If a child lives with praise, he learns to appreciate. 

If a child lives with fairness, he learns justice. 

If a child lives with security, he learns to have faith. 

If a child lives with approval, he learns to like himself. 
If a child lives with acceptance and friendship, 

he learns to find love in the world. 


TWIN DAY 
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MY TWIN 


“MARCHING WITH 
BULLDOG PRIDE” 


LADY BULLDOG 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
PARADE 
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Kaniesha Wilson Elizabeth Mensah 


Kaniesha Robinson 
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aiquan Becheam 


Fatiah Marrow 


Qadirah Prunty Ashanti Powell Ma-Lisa Winborne 


Brianna Grant Jency Zephirin Ma-Lisa Winborne Imani Moore 
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Alexis King 


Elijah Jackson 


Torrence Sessoms 


Waleska Perez 


Tajmirah Jordan Briyana Hall 


Destiny Allen 


SUPERLATIVES 
Most School Spirit 


Jasmine Hallman 
Davon Moody 


Loudest 
Quietest 


Haliluh Harun 


Kofi Dua 
Ashanti Powell 


Donte Johnson 
2 


Most Popular Couple 


Nigel Alexander 
Mariyah Calda 
Courtney Anthony 
Robert Mitchell 


Nicest Smile Class Clown 


Malta Rios 


Ashanti Powell 


Calvin Richardson 
Torrence Sessoms 


SUPERLATIVES 


Most Creative Class Flirts 


Raiquan Beachum 


Ladirah Donaldson 


Kemar Thompson 


Most Dramatic 


Jamillah Williams Elijah Jackson 
34 
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Most Athletic 


Naquaya Teague 
Delvon Artis 


Most Likely To Succed 


- 


Ma-Lisa Winborne 
Delvon Artis 
Saskieya Anderson 


SENIOR 
CANDIDS 


SENIOR ADVISOR 


CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2013 


To the Class of 2013, 


You have witnessed the election and 
re-election of the first African 
American President, the 
appointment of the first Latina 
supreme court judge and many of 
you will be the first in your families to 
go to college. The odds are no longer 
stacked against you. Take full 
advantage of the foundations that 

Tracey Hedgepath-White have been laid for you. Use every 
opportunity to claim your rightful 
place in society. With a positive 
attitude, you can conquer the many 
challenges that await you. Lastly, 
always remember that knowledge is 
power and education is necessary for 
SUCCESS, 


Tracey Hedgepath-White 


Congratulations 
Class of 2013 


Ma-Lisa Winborne Madelyn Perez 
Senior Class President Senior Class Vice-President 


Class 2013 
Executive Board 


Raiquan Beachum Malta Rios Tajmirah Jordan 
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Мапа Сгеепе Jasmine Hallman Briyana Hall Jalisha пещ, 


ADMINISTRATION 


At the beginning of the 2011 - 2012 school year 
the future of Malcolm X Shabazz was bleak. There 
were rumors spreading throughout the community 
that Malcolm X Shabazz High School would be 
closed. It was your junior year and my first year as 
the principal. My primary goal at that time was to 
make sure your next two years would be in a 
school that was safe, a school that you can always 
be proud of and a school staffed with teachers 
prepared to teach challenging and exciting lessons. 
| knew by achieving these three goals your HSPA 
scores would improve and your opportunities as 
post graduate would be unlimited. By default your 
class was chosen to do the unthinkable which was 
to “Beat the HSPA". Your success on this test 
would serve as a testament to your unwavering 
spirit, commitment, and perseverance no matter 
how challenging the task. 


It was the month of May when we received the 
results and my cell phone went off around 12:40 
a.m. followed by an email from Ms. Baskerville. | 
remember clicking the button to open and read the 
email, and smiling as if it was a small 
accomplishment. However, I was so excited in my 
head I was getting my “patty cake” going. This class 
had not only beaten the odds of improving HSPA 
scores, they also out performed all other high 
schools in the district by obtaining the highest 
literacy gains for the 2011 - 12 school year. 


You may not understand the significance of this 
triumph today, however as you embark on your 
next journey you will begin to realize that you 
possess something that most people lack. What 
you have, money cannot buy. It's called “Drive” and 
it cannot be purchased at WalMart, or any of the 
HOT SHOPS at the Jersey Garden Mall. Always 
embrace and nurture the drive you possess. As you 
continue to have success in life, many people you 
encounter will quit trying. It has been said that 
“Getting ahead in a difficult situation reguires avid 
faith in yourself. This is why some people with 
mediocre talent, but great inner drive, go so much 
further than people with superior talent.” 
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Gemar Mills 


Principal 


I am extremely proud of each and every one of you. 
Always remember that you represent the 
excellence that Malcolm X Shabazz High School 
fought for and you are responsible for protecting 
the “House” that "WE" have built. Let the blood 
that flows through your veins be Black and Gold 
and your hearts, bodies, and minds be filled with 
bulldog soul. 


CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2013 


Rhonda Baskerville Faheem Ellis Allison DeVaughn 
Vice-Principal Vice-Principal Vice-Principal 
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Robin Williams Wendy Ronquillo Michael Van Allen 
Department Chair Department Chair Department Chair 


Isabel Colon Victoria Wilson Michael Hunt 
Department Chair Department Chair Department Chair 43 


FACULTY 


CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2013 


Amanda Onwuka David McCombs 


Leslie Johnson Patrick Murray Alterik White Terrence Williams  Latefa Henderson Owan-Ellis-Asbury Rachel Isabor 


Shariat McCray Lisa Hughes Jeaneva Turman Kelly Villarreal Alghashiyah Murray 


Rosalyn Majors Simone Baskerville Annet Caines-Mitchell Christian Monghalu Nicholas Ferriero Alicia Munoz 


Dick Duchiene Jessicia Wellington Kenneth Herskovits Jinny DeJesus Michael Cutler Ralph Williams Ratiba Ahmed 


Joel Dawkins Natalie Parkerson Andrew Vega Keoni Parsons Benita Kennedy Cornelius Whitaker Emmanuel Ehize 


Lois Courtnier Kiesha Johnson Theresa Muldrow Lisa McMurray Howard Peele Deepika Saberwal Linda Nevels 


Dajun High Tanya Barbee Nichole Bennett Michael Houlihan Michael Brown Nicholas Sangiovanni Dianna Velasquez 


TEACHERS OF THE YEAR 


Carolyn Maloney 
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Andrew Vega 
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Mr. Vega, 

| want to personally thank you for all you have done for 
me this past year. There were moments when you saw 
me at my weakest point and you did everything in your 
power to keep me focused on school. Without you, | 
wouldn't have accomplished half the things | did this 
year. | want to also thank you for keeping it real. You tell 
it like it is. We need more people like you in this society. 


Mariyah Calda 


Ms. Bateman & Ms. Wellington, 


Wow! Where do | begin? | would not be the 
outgoing, articulate young lady that | am today without 
your influences and encouragement. Before | joined 
Speech & Debate, | was just a quiet and timid young 
girl, but you both have shown me that, not only do | 
have a mind, but a voice that can project to others. The 
guidance you given me has literally molded me into 
who | am today. | will forever carry on these traits. you 
ladies have shown me. When I go on a stage and 
represent Malcolm X Shabazz, it is because of you two 
phenomenal women! High school for me would not 
have been the same without t you and for that I thank 
you. I love youl! 


Ma-Lisa <3 
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WITHOUT YOU u. 


Mr. Mills, | couldn't have done it without you. My 
freshman year was very discouraging. We met on bad 
terms. Who knew that you would become my biggest 
role model. Your encouragement helped me to believe 
in myself and realize that college is in my future. Thank 
you for inspiring me to be a better person. 
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Jasmine Hallman 
(Polly) lol... 


Mr. Williams, 

(affectionately known as grandpa by the Malcolm X Shabazz Band) 

Thank you for inspiring me to be a good captain. You 
encouraged me to appreciate music and to perform 
with grace and pride. You are a role model to me and 


the Malcolm X Shabazz Band. I will forever cherish your 
legacy. 


Lavon Veal 


Mr. Muhammad, 


Not only have you been a teacher, but also a mentor and father 
figure to me. Our conversations in class were always eye opening. 
You exposed me to a unique range of subjects, and gave me a 
whole new perspective of the outside world, When it came to the 
college application process, you had faith in me, even when | did 
nor believe in mysett. will never forget the books you Gave me 
about finance. They have served as an inspiration for me to pursue 
finance as my major in college. | have truly cherished these last 
two years with you as my mentor and teacher. I am in a great 
place in my life because of you. Thanks for pushing me and giving 
me self confidence. 

Madelyn Perez 
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ACADEMIC 
SUL JESS 


ANN 


ACADEMIC 
SUCCESS 


ACADEMIC 
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 


Congratulations to the newest members of the Malcolm X Sha High School 
National Honors Society. It is an honor to be inducted into suc estigious 
organization that we have worked so hard to be worthy of. Eac us have sworn 
to uphold the oath of scholarship, leadership, service, and cha r. By taking this 
oath we have committed ourselves to continue to strive for ac ic excellence. 
These qualities are necessary to reshape the world. It is impo for our 
generation of leaders to exhibit strong character, humility and rity! 


Saskieya Anderson 


Delvon Artis Mayowa Olubakinde 
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Brianna Grant 


YEARBOOK ADVISER 


Tracey Hedgepath-White 


Congratulations 
Class of 2013 
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TWIRLERS AND COLOR GUARDS 
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Dedication 


687-110 Career Record 


5 Tournaments of Champions Titles 

10 State Championships 

15 State Sectional Championships 

16 Essex County Championships, 10 in the last 11 years 
15 Conference Championships 


#9 National Ranking in 2013 
#2 National Ranking in 2011 
#5 National Ranking in 2004 


2013 Tri- State Coach of the Year 

2012 USA Basketball 18u, 17u Trials Court Coach 
2012 Nike Skills Academy Camp Coach 

2006 WBCA Nike All-American Team Coach 
2006 District Coach of the Year 

2006 North Jersey State All Star Head Coach 
2005 NJSIAA Basketball Coach Award of Honor 
2004 Northeast Regional Coach of the Year 
2004 Star Ledger Coach of the Year 

2004 and 2003 Tri-State Coach of the Year 

2003 New Jersey State Coach of the Year 

2003 New Jersey State Coaches Hall of Fame Inductee 
2000 Newark Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee 


Vanessa Watson 
Athletic Director 


Congratulations on another 
winning season! 


2013 


Coach of the Yearé 


30 years of coaching (к 


On behalf of the Class of 2013 
we dedicate this yearbook to 
Coach Vanessa Watson. 


Coach Vanessa Watson is an Alumnus of Malcolm X Shabazz High 
School (class of 1976). She has dedicated 30 years of service to 
education and coaching Newark's youth. As head coach for Malcolm X 
Shabazz Lady bulldogs, she holds a career record of 687-110. This 
has been a phenomenal year for our Lady Bulldogs. They brought home 
not one, not two, but a whopping SIX championship titles to the halls 
of Malcolm X Shabazz High School. The girls basketball team is a force 
not to be reckoned with. There is something that inspires each of these 
ladies...and that is Coach Vanessa Watson. She has dedicated her life 
to not only show these young women the rules of the game, but the 
rules of life. She has pushed the Lady Bulldogs to do well in class 
resulting in many of them receiving full scholarships to colleges and 
even being drafted by the WNBA. WNBA player Matee Ajavon, who 
plays for the Washington Mystics, is an example of coach Watson's 
inspiration to women in sports. Thank you for thirty years of service to 
Malcolm X Shabazz High School. 


WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
|" — 


N “20 3 
NI of 
Champions 


MEN'S BASKETBALL 


“The strength of the team is each individual member. 
The strength of each member is the team.” 


-Phil Jackson 


STATE CHAMPIONS 


SHABAZZ 
BULLDOGS 
AA mam 
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"Running: no half times, no time outs, no 
substitutions. It must be the only true sport 
- Maria Carrillo 
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SOFTBALL 


“A good athlete always mentally replays 
a competition over and over, even in 
victory, to see what might be done to 
improve the performance the next 


time.” 
-Frank Shorter 


SENIORS 
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BASEBALL 
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VOLLEYBALL 


Malcolm X. Shabazz High School 
presents the 2012/13 Lady Bulldogs 
Volleyball Team. This season ended with 
a 13-8 record and the team qualified for 
the state tournament. Led by Head 
Coach U-Landa Tudor, the assistance of 
Gregory Selph and Captains Maria 
Greene & Mayowa Olubakinde, the 
team had their best season in the past 
three years. In a rebuilding stage, the 
team has gained a LOVE for the 
program that will bring great things in 
the future. The ladies would like to thank 
EVERYONE who supported them this 
past season. Get ready for 2013/14 with 
the addition of the Boys' Volleyball 
team! 


We wish the Seniors GOOD LUCK in 


College, their FUTURE and in LIFE!! 
“We STAY together, We PLAY together. 
Sisters for LIFE!” SENIORS 
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SOPHOMORES 
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2 Breast Cancer Walk LOVE PINK 
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“Winning isn't everything, but the 
will to win is everything. 


-Vince Lombardi 


CHEERLEADERS 


“Without cheerleaders it's just a game.” 


-Unknown 


Derek Williamsons 


“Life is like a game of soccer: you need goals.” 


-Unknown 


Rahkera Sanders Kenneth Cato Jr. Alexis King 


Moises Ruiz Leona Kargbo Melissa Reed Al-Jaleel Sawab 


Monique Salley Jermaine Tyndall Lloyd Lawrence Donovan Dore 


“BULLDOG LIFE™ 
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AIN'T NOBODY MESSING 
WITH MY CLIQUE 
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WE BEAT THE ODDS 
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ASS OF 13 
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WE BEAT THE ODDS CLASS OF 13 
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